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The Deadly Automobile. 


A Radio Talk, given over Station KGO, Oak- 


land, December 21, 1925. 


More people were killed by automobiles 
in California last year than were killed 
by diphtheria, scarlet fever, typhoid fever 
and smallpox combined. Five years ago 
these communicable diseases found more 
victims than did the automobile. Today, 
these conditions are exactly reversed. 
The automobile has become deadlier than 
the major communicable diseases—diph- 
theria, scarlet fever, typhoid fever and 


smallpox. Science has found the way to 
control disease. Diphtheria has been made 
preventable; smallpox can not occur in 
anyone who has been immunized against 
it; typhoid fever need never be contracted, 
and scarlet fever is now, for the first 
time, being brought under control. Noth- 


ing like these procedures have been found, 


as vet, in the prevention of deaths from 
automobiles. Jail sentences and loss of 
driver’s licenses are tried, daily, in at- 
tempting to curb reckless driving, but 
such measures do not produce the sure 
sul that go with immunization against 
sease, 
Twelve hundred and fifty-four individ- 
uals were killed by automobiles in Cali- 
fornia during the year 1924. Diphtheria 
Claimed 695 lives, typhoid fever 219, 
scarlet fever 102 and smallpox 56 lives 
uring the same period. Most of these 
deaths need not have occurred. If every 
child, one year of age, were immunized 
agcinst diphtheria there would be no 
eaths from this disease. These 695 
victims of this disease would probably be 


living now if they had received the sure 
protection that immunization affords. 
The same holds true for typhoid fever 
and smallpox. To die of either disease 
is absolutely needless. 

The nature of the average human 
being is such that he takes no interest in 
disease until he himself becomes ill. 
Then, he will move heaven and earth, 
will even resort to superstitions, myths, 
fakes, fads and fallacies in his wild 
scramble to get well. The better way, 
of course, is to take steps in the pre- 
vention of disease while enjoying the 
incomparable attributes of good health. 
It is a fact that the general public does 
not take advantage of the many scien- 
tific procedures that are available for 
the promotion of individual health. This 
does not apply to immunization against 
disease, alone. It applies also to com- 
munity recreational facilities, to physical 
exercise, proper diet and countless other 
scientific improvements in living. 

There can be no doubt that the auto- 
mobile has contributed greatly to the 
betterment of our general health. People 
who, before the age of the automobile, 
seldom got out of doors and whose 
health suffered as a consequence, now 
enjoy the good health that comes from 
life in the open. This improvement in 
general health, however, does not pre- 
vent the contraction of communicable 
diseases; nor does it prevent the con- 
traction of communicable diseases; nor 
does it prevent deaths due to careless 
driving of automobiles. The way to pre- 
vent disease is clear, but how to curb 
the deadly automobile is one of our 


‘biggest problems. 
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Upon Human Life. 

Dr. David» Starr Jordan, president 
emeritus. of Stanford University, is a 
living exemplification of that peace of 
understanding that comes from facing 
facts, from seeing and_ recognizing 
“things ‘as they really are.” California 
has reason to be proud of this rugged 
man of-science, not alone of his accom- 
plishments in his field of work, but also 
for contributions to a worthy philosophy 
of living. That a scientific point of 


view helps to develop a sane, rational 


outlook upon human life is well shown 
in the following abstract of an article 
from his pen entitled “Reason, Rever- 


ence and Love,” which appeared recently 
in a magazine of national circulation. 
“Science broadens the human mind 
and releases it from the cramping effects 
of reliance on tradition and on authority. 
Science opens the way to freedom, the 
only freedom there is, the release and 
development of one’s own personality. 
The scope of religion concerns our re- 
lations one towards another and to the 
lunseen and unmeasured powers which 
surround us in the universe. Coordinate 
with the spirit of religion is the spirit 
of love, beginning far down in the scale 
of life, but rising to be potentially the 
highest development of altruism, the 
love of man and woman, the love of 
mother and child. In the perfection of 
the mind, three features stand first, these 
are reason, religion and love. Of these 
three, reason and its product knowledge 
stands as the regulator of emotion and 
thus the backbone of conduct. We have 
been, each of us, thrust: suddenly into 
a gigantic universe. Knowing nothing 
of the past, present or future, except as 
we can trace it by the dim light of our 
own observations and experiments and 
the recorded experiences of others, .we 
find ourselves surrounded by creatures 
more or less like us and just as bewil- 
dered, and again encompassed by natural 
objects we can. see and feel and by 
mighty powers we can neither see nor 
understand. And we find that unseen 
forces though not tangible are just as 


potent as the others and just as capable | 


of tremendous disturbance of our daily 


actions. To stand in awe before the} 
unseen is’ the beginning: of religion, -to 


attempt to find out how it behaves is 


the beginning of science. To be -just} 


and kindly towards our fellowmen and 
to be devoted towards our own family 


is the function of: love, a sentiment as 
old as animal life, the traces of altruism 
appearing éven:in animals» single 
cell, and outrtimning conflict through th. 
world of animal life. Every robuy 
human life is a life of faith, not faith 
in what other men have said or thought 
or dreamed of life or death or fate, jo, 
faith that someone afar off or long ago 
held a key: to the riddle of existence 
which is not ours to fashion or to hold 
Not faith in mystic symbolisms which 
only a priest may interpret. Let us say. 
rather, faith that there is in the universe 
some force or spirit which transcends 
humanity, but of which the life of map 
is part (not the whole) something which 
is intensely real and which it ‘is well 
for men to recognize,for to follow its 
ways brings effort and action, peace and 
helpfulness, the sole basis of happiness.” 


The day is rapidly approaching when a. 
school will measure its year’s work not only 
by the number of pupils who have passed, 
who are advanced for their years, or who are 
in the usual grade for their age, but also by 
the growth and health of its pupils during the 
year. | ih 
Educators have for many years recognized 
the fact that health is the basis for success 
in achieving the purposes of the school. When 
the time comes that a year of school life 
benefits or improves the health of the pupils, 
the gap between theory and practice will be 
bridged.—H ygeia. | 


I venture to predict that in the future all 
intelligent men and women will have their own 
health physician to whom they will look to 
keep them well and vigorous. This will not 
come until the pubic recognizes the. fact that 
the physician can adequately give this service. 
To hasten the day and to insure its coming, 
we shall be wise to address ourselves to the 
task of becoming as efficient and successful in 
this field as in the field of prevention of com- 
municable illness and the cure of disease. 
propose the name of health client for the can- 
didate for the health examination, dispensing 
with the customary term “‘patient.”” The health 
client comes to the physician not to be relieved 
of a pain, but to be foreguarded against it. He 
is impelled. by wisdom, counselled by caution. 
He wishes to live long and keep well. The 
scope of the health examination is extensivé. 
It covers the whole man—his past and pres 
ent, and seeks to recast his future in a larger 
mold. The usual examination is intensive; 
seeking a clear definition of the pathologica 
condition. The health examination, therefore, 
consumes more time, requires a broader visio", 
and a wider and greater scope. The healt 


survey, ending with the assurance that 
are all right. I would recommend you for ay 
amount-.of :insurance.”. “It .is..an. importa? 
event in the life of the client, and not less or 
an‘: hour’s hard, well-directed work on the pat 


of the physician is required.—C. Ward Cramp 


ton.(Medical Journal and Record), 
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Protects Its Children. Kept | 


Dr. K. H. ‘Sutherland, Health. Officer A. physician writes ee he has had 


several severe cases of diphtheria come 
of San Luis Obispo County, has accom-| wider his observation recently, one of 


plished marked results in safeguarding which was particularly severe. He 
fe children of his county against diph- | states, “It was necessary for. me to: pick 
theria. His active campaign for im-| UP 20,000 units of anti-toxin at an out- 


munizing children of his district began lying drug 


in January, 1925. Wherever possible} room, for about twelve months and was 
the work was done in connection with | worse than nothing. As you are aware, 
the schools because it is those of school | S0™Me doctors, when hurried, overlook 

the fact that anti-toxin must be refrig- 
age whose immunization is particularly | 


erated, otherwise it is inert.” | 
desired. Mothers were urged to bring | Druggists - proper 
children of pre-school age at the same) facilities for keeping biologics should 
time, and a few adults were immunized 


not be permitted to carry such products 
upon request. A preliminary Schick was|in stock. The manufacturers of biologics 
not done. are particular to supply complete specific 
The response, excepting that of a few instructions for keeping their products 
communities, was surprisingly enthus-| in good condition. Druggists and others 
iastic. In all, up to December first, 1777] who do not follow this advice should 
individuals have completed the course. not be permitted to sell biologics. When 
Seventy of these have been adults and 


the very life of a child depends upon 
163 have been children of pre-school | the prompt administration of anti-toxin, 
age at the time of inoculation. Hence 


the chance of life saving should not be 
1544 school children have been protected destroyed through the " catefesieas of 
against diphtheria, making the total of a retail druggist. 
1777 protected persons. 
The school enrollment of San Date | 
Obispo County is 3751 and so 41 per cent Facts About Smallpox = 
of these have been immunized. ‘There | The Philippines. 


have been two schools with a 100 per} Considerable information of an unre- 
cent response, and in both cases the} liable sort concerning the reputed failure 
usual enrollment has been supplemented | of vaccination to prevent smallpox in the 
with those of pre-school age who have} Philippines has been broadcast recently 


taken the course. | by persons who are opposed to immuniza- 
Several communities have not yet been | tion against the disease. Dr. Victor G. 


visited for immunization work, and lo ‘Heiser Director ot the International 
repeat clinics have been held. The work | Health Board, recently made a clear 
will be continued after the holidays. statement relative to the conditions in the 
Te islands that provided material for these 
Must He Ghesteed the position of those who believe in im- 
munization against smallpox. He said: 
\ delivery clerk in Lincoln, where a| “We had an outbreak in the Philip- 
number of cases of smallpox have pines which caused many deaths. It is 
occurred recently, learned to his sorrow | one of the most disgraceful things which 
that it costs money to enter quarantined | happened anywhere. . In-1914 there was a 
Premises. He walked past the quaran-| change of administration and the health 
tine sign on a house where lived a small-| service was turned over to the Filipinos. 
Dox patient. The public health nurse| They made smallpox. vaccine but the 
happened to be present and she called Philippine health officer, instead of 
is ’ttention to the violation of the law. vaccinating the children in ‘the community, 
It scems that thé clerk did not take the} put it in the waste paper-basket and wrote 
naiter seriously, stating that he was| the reports. When General Wood.and I 
not afraid of contracting the disease.| made an inspection of children in the 
pon his arrest, he was. fined .$15..for |.schools.we.could not find a child born 
Violating the state quarantine regulation | since 1914 who had been vaccinated. The 
ind besides, was promptly immunized | figures showing the incidence of the 
against the disease. disease reveal that 92% occurred among 
Mo strongest kind Of proo vaccina 10n 
in tach thar — smallpox is worth while.” 
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MORBIDITY.*° 


. 65 cases of diphtheria have been reported, 
as follows: Alameda 1, Berkeley 1, Oakland. 4, 
Fresno 1, Los Angdlce County 4, Burbank 1, 
Glendale 2, Long Beach 1,.Orange County 2, 
Santa Ana 4, Riverside County 1, Corona 1, 
Sacramento 1, San Bernardino County 4, San 
Bernardino 1, San Diego: County 1, San Diego 
10, San Francisco 15, San Joaquin County 1, 

tockton 1, San Luis Obispo County 1, Paso 


obles 1, Benicia 1, Sonoma County 1,} 


Ventura 1, Woodland 3. i 


Scarlet Fever. 


_ 82 cases of scarlet fever have been reported, 
as follows: Berkeley 2, Oakland 4, Butte 
County 1, Gridley 4, Williams 1, Fresno 
County 2, Clovis 1, Fresno 1, Kern County 2, 
Kings County 1, Los Angeles County 8, Glen- 
dale 1, Long Beach 3, Pomona 1, Whittier 2, 
Napa County 1, Calistoga 1, Orange County 
5, Brea 2, Santa Ana 2, Riverside County 1, 
Corona 4, Sacramento 3, Ontario 1, San Diego 
3, San Francisco 8, San Joaquin County 2, 
Stockton 2, Tracy 4, Santa Barbara County 
1, San Jose 2, Ventura 1, Woodland 5. 


Measles. 

10 cases of measles have been reported, as 
follows: Oakland 1, Eureka 1, Los Angeles 
County 1, Gustine 1, Corona 1, San Francisco 
3, Palo Alto 2. | 


*From reports received on December 28th 
and 29th for week ending December 26th. 


Diphtheria. 


32 cases of smallpox have been reporte:! q 
follows: Oakland 8, Kern County 1, Bakers. 
field 1, Los Angeles County 5, Long Bea}, 3 
Watts 1, Auburn 1, Corona 2, Sacramenio §’ 
Lodi 3, San Jose 1, Marysville 1. 


Typhoid Fever. 

10 cases of typhoid fever have been repo-teq 
as follows: Alameda County 2, Oaklan| 2’ 
Kings County 1, San Diego 1, San Francisco 
1, Stanislaus County 1, California 2. 


‘Whooping Cough. 


_ 33 cases of whooping cough have been re. 
ported, as follows: Oakland 5, Colusa County 
1, Fresno County 2, Los Angeles County 3 
Fresno 1, Glendale 2, Long Beaci 3, San 
Fernando 3, Merced County 2, Monterey 1, 
San Diego 1, San Francisco 1, San Jose 3, 
Sonoma County 6. | 


Epidemic Meningitis. | 
3 cases of epidemic meningitis have been 


reported, as follows: Pittsburg 1, North Sacra. 
mento 1, Red Bluff 1. 


Poliomyelitis. 


2 cases of poliomyelitis have been reported, 
as follows: San Fernando 1, Madera 1. 


|-Epidemic Encephalitis. 


1 case of encephalitis has been reported 
from Fresno County. 


COMMUNICABLE DISEASE REPORTS. 


1925 | 1924 
Week endi “Week nding [Reverie 
: endi or wee endi or wee 
Disease Ly ending ‘| ending 
- Dec. 26 Dec. 27 
received received 
Dec. 5 | Dec. 12 | Dec. 19 by Dec. 6 | Dec. 13 | Dec. 20 y 
th Dec. 29 Dec. 30 
0 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Chickenpox. 279 373 184 133 400; 291 233 140 
sentery (Bacillary) 
Epidemic Encephalitis_ - 1 2 4 1 2 2 1 1 
Epidemic Meningitis - 4 7 7 3 1 1 2 2 
Gonorrhoea._...___---- 99 77 141 35 105 89 59 73 
ie 15 25 40 74 22 15 19 12 
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
| 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Ne a 27 34 26 10 42 39 49 20 
NES ep ee 282 291 124 115 99 103 66 34 
Searlet Fever 144 143 144 82 167 133 127 
Smalipox._.........--- 47 51 64 32 103 82 105 68 
127 132 102 24 123 109 99 71 
ne oe 129 242 160 101 164 226 178 89 
hoid Fever. 8 9 17 10 34 31 
ooping 51 99 32 33 128 60 
Te. cats ose0s 1421 1701 1263 755 1700 1488 1324 930 
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